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Follow Us!

THE

CATALYST
TASTE OF COLUMBUSTASTE OF COLUMBUS

Oct. 2020

@Colnechamber

    TTaste of Columbus 2020 has gone virtual! Rather than aste of Columbus 2020 has gone virtual! Rather than 
gathering by the hundreds to eat, drink and auction, we are gathering by the hundreds to eat, drink and auction, we are 
meeting virtually online Oct.11 at bidpal.net/toc2020. The meeting virtually online Oct.11 at bidpal.net/toc2020. The 
goal of the Taste of Columbus is the same: raise money for a goal of the Taste of Columbus is the same: raise money for a 
noteworthy non-profit. noteworthy non-profit. 
    This year’s recipient is Central Community College-    This year’s recipient is Central Community College-
Columbus. CCC, a long-time partner with the Chamber, Columbus. CCC, a long-time partner with the Chamber, 
provides student education, business training, and provides student education, business training, and 
entrepreneurial programs. Proceeds will support student entrepreneurial programs. Proceeds will support student 
scholarships and fund the Chamber’s work in the community.  scholarships and fund the Chamber’s work in the community.  
   Here’s how to participate: 1) Buy a chance to win a $1,500    Here’s how to participate: 1) Buy a chance to win a $1,500 
electric bike in person at the Chamber on Oct. 9, 10, and electric bike in person at the Chamber on Oct. 9, 10, and 
11 or from a committee member. Two Electra Townie Go! 11 or from a committee member. Two Electra Townie Go! 
E-bikes will be raffled off during a Facebook Live starting at E-bikes will be raffled off during a Facebook Live starting at 
7:45 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 11. These were possible through 7:45 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 11. These were possible through 
the generous donations of Nebraska Cycling & Fitness and the generous donations of Nebraska Cycling & Fitness and 
Pinnacle Bank. Pinnacle Bank. 
    2) But a Passport! More than 35 restaurants, wineries,     2) But a Passport! More than 35 restaurants, wineries, 
bakeries, and specialty shops from 10 different communities bakeries, and specialty shops from 10 different communities 
in central Nebraska are featured in a small, spiral-bound in central Nebraska are featured in a small, spiral-bound 
passport. Valued five times more than its $30 price tag,  passport. Valued five times more than its $30 price tag,  
passport offers can be redeemed between now and March 31, passport offers can be redeemed between now and March 31, 
2021. 2021. 
    3) Bid and be merry! Between now and Oct. 11, you can bid     3) Bid and be merry! Between now and Oct. 11, you can bid 
on more than 150 packages with fabulous items to decorate on more than 150 packages with fabulous items to decorate 
your home, pursue an adventure, and delight your heartstrings.your home, pursue an adventure, and delight your heartstrings.
    Bid high. Bid often. And know that every dollar you spend     Bid high. Bid often. And know that every dollar you spend 
goes to something good: a student's education, a community goes to something good: a student's education, a community 
initiative and the promise of better things to come!initiative and the promise of better things to come!

Make a difference in someone's life!Make a difference in someone's life!

HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS
COMMODORE VISITSCOMMODORE VISITS

MEET OUR INTERNSMEET OUR INTERNS

AUCTION ITEMSAUCTION ITEMS
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TASTE OF COLUMBUSTASTE OF COLUMBUS

Columbus
Taste PURCHASE YOURS 

AT BIDPAL.NET/TOC2020
of

passport

$150
VALUE

TODAY

1 for $30 
2 for $50



OCTOBER OCTOBER 
SPONSORSPONSOR
COLUMBUS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

Hospitality sponsors provide 
beverages for meetings held at the 
Chamber. In exchange, a sponsor 
is given a table to showcase their 

business in the board room.

      OOctober is Manufacturing Month and in 
Columbus, that means it is time to promote the 
exciting careers available in our area.  
    Inside our manufacturing businesses, you will find 
careers of all disciplines.  Accounting, marketing, 
sales, supply chain, drafting, computer science, 
software development, logistics, mechanical, 
electrical, consulting, driving, genetics, and laboratory. 
In addition, to welding, machine operators, press 
operators, lathes and various machining jobs, paint 
line operators, mold makers, sterilization technicians, 
safety directors, and engineers of every sort! And this 
list only scratches the surface of the careers you will 
find in manufacturing.  You can even get paid to be a 
taste-tester!
    Most manufacturing facilities are highly automated 
and require employees with advanced technical skills. 
People who work in production like to use their hands. 

They like to see what they have accomplished at 
the end of the day. They like to be challenged to 
do their very best. They rather be up and moving 
around, than sitting in the same place every 
day.  A welder can recognize his or her own weld, 
as though it were a signature. It is an art and 
something to be very proud of.
    People in manufacturing earn great incomes. 
According to a study conducted earlier this year, 
Columbus area manufacturers pay an average 
compensation per employee of $66,878, which is 
51 percent higher than the area’s average salary 
of $44,270.
    Encourage the youth you know or others 
inteested in a career chang to consider 
manufacturing. These are exciting careers which 
require creative problem solving and discernment. 
Spread the word, creators are wanted!

 

*Lobby Sponsors are also available! Call Sandie Fischer at (402) 564-
2769 to showcase your business in the Chamber lobby.

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENTWORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT



    TThe Chamber would like to congratulate the following: he Chamber would like to congratulate the following: 
1) Stephanie Haney with Legacy 23 Apartments; 1) Stephanie Haney with Legacy 23 Apartments; 
2) the Montenegro family with La Bamba Mexican 2) the Montenegro family with La Bamba Mexican 
Restaurant; 3) Mike Zastera with Mikes's Glass Service, Restaurant; 3) Mike Zastera with Mikes's Glass Service, 
4) Kristin Stock with Artzy Haven; 5) City of Columbus 4) Kristin Stock with Artzy Haven; 5) City of Columbus 
& Community with the new viaduct; 6) Centro Hispano; & Community with the new viaduct; 6) Centro Hispano; 
and 7) United Way. You will all do great things for and 7) United Way. You will all do great things for 
Columbus, and the Columbus Chamber wishes you Columbus, and the Columbus Chamber wishes you 
much luck on this new venture. much luck on this new venture. 
    If you would like to have a Commodore Call, contact     If you would like to have a Commodore Call, contact 
the Chamber at 402-564-2769.the Chamber at 402-564-2769.

COMMODORE VISITSCOMMODORE VISITS

11

22

33

44

556 & 76 & 7
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        I am Oliver Jimenez and I am a senior at Lakeview High School. My goal for the future is to start a business,         I am Oliver Jimenez and I am a senior at Lakeview High School. My goal for the future is to start a business, 
which is why I am interning at the Chamber of Commerce in order to learn about business and which is why I am interning at the Chamber of Commerce in order to learn about business and 

marketing. I know that here I can learn what it’s like, the normal routine, and what it takes to be marketing. I know that here I can learn what it’s like, the normal routine, and what it takes to be 
successful. I know starting a business takes a lot of hard work, passion, stress, and risk taking, successful. I know starting a business takes a lot of hard work, passion, stress, and risk taking, 
but I think that I have the qualities to overcome these obstacles and be who I want to be.    but I think that I have the qualities to overcome these obstacles and be who I want to be.    
    A little about me is that I have many hobbies such as running, cars, and I have a passion for     A little about me is that I have many hobbies such as running, cars, and I have a passion for 

soccer. At Lakeview, I am involved in many activities as well like Cross Country, Soccer, FBLA, soccer. At Lakeview, I am involved in many activities as well like Cross Country, Soccer, FBLA, 
and National Honor Society. At one point I had sports, a job, and a lot of schoolwork to get done. and National Honor Society. At one point I had sports, a job, and a lot of schoolwork to get done. 

I was able to show up to all of them and get my schoolwork done with a 4.0 GPA. This shows how hard-working and I was able to show up to all of them and get my schoolwork done with a 4.0 GPA. This shows how hard-working and 
dedicated I am to what I do.dedicated I am to what I do.

        My name is Jacky Mercado. I’m currently living in Schuyler, NE. I’m from Honduras and came to the My name is Jacky Mercado. I’m currently living in Schuyler, NE. I’m from Honduras and came to the 
United States when I was 12 years old. When I came here, it was hard for me at first, because I United States when I was 12 years old. When I came here, it was hard for me at first, because I 

didn't know the language, but I worked hard, and now I'm getting better at it every day. I am a didn't know the language, but I worked hard, and now I'm getting better at it every day. I am a 
student at CCC and will be getting my Degree in Business Administration this December. One student at CCC and will be getting my Degree in Business Administration this December. One 
reason why I came to the Chamber of Commerce is because I want to be an entrepreneur and reason why I came to the Chamber of Commerce is because I want to be an entrepreneur and 

open my own business in the near future. I think this is a great open my own business in the near future. I think this is a great opportunity  to get experience opportunity  to get experience 
and learn from all these wonderful women that work here. By working here I will be able to help and learn from all these wonderful women that work here. By working here I will be able to help 

and have contact with other people that are in the business world so I can learn from them.and have contact with other people that are in the business world so I can learn from them.
     Some facts about me are that I am dedicated to when it comes to reaching my goals. I always work hard and give      Some facts about me are that I am dedicated to when it comes to reaching my goals. I always work hard and give 
my best even if it takes me long to get where I want . I am married and have a beautiful daughter named Jadeline. my best even if it takes me long to get where I want . I am married and have a beautiful daughter named Jadeline. 
Even though my life is a little busy, I alway manage my time to do all my work in college and have good grades. I have Even though my life is a little busy, I alway manage my time to do all my work in college and have good grades. I have 
a 3.5 GPS and am working on getting it higher.a 3.5 GPS and am working on getting it higher.

MEET OUR INTERNSMEET OUR INTERNS

      I am Hanna Jemison and I am a first year student at Central Community College. I am so excited for the       I am Hanna Jemison and I am a first year student at Central Community College. I am so excited for the 
opportunity to intern at the Chamber of Commerce and gain invaluable knowledge of event planning, networking, opportunity to intern at the Chamber of Commerce and gain invaluable knowledge of event planning, networking, 
and entrepreneurship. I plan to major in psychology, but I am extremely grateful for the chance to push myself and entrepreneurship. I plan to major in psychology, but I am extremely grateful for the chance to push myself 
outside of my comfort zone with this internship. outside of my comfort zone with this internship. 
      I grew up coming to Columbus as a kid to visit family, but I only just recently decided to move here permanently.       I grew up coming to Columbus as a kid to visit family, but I only just recently decided to move here permanently. 
Everyone has made me feel so welcome, and I couldn't be happier! My hobbies include cooking, reading, and being a Everyone has made me feel so welcome, and I couldn't be happier! My hobbies include cooking, reading, and being a 
diligent student. I have big aspirations and I know that making friends at my local Chamber of Commerce is just one diligent student. I have big aspirations and I know that making friends at my local Chamber of Commerce is just one 
of many stepping stones on my way to success!of many stepping stones on my way to success!

Taste of
Columbus

JOIN THE FUN FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME!

Bidding begins 

oct. 1

VIRTUAL AUCTION EXPERIENCE

bidpal.net/toc2020
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AUCTION ITEMSAUCTION ITEMS

Timpte, Inc.
1827 Industrial Drive  
David City, NE 68632

American Foundation for Suicide Prevention
1314 11th Street

Columbus, NE 68601

Regina's Kitchen
2402 13th St.

Columbus, NE 68601

Burke Brown Law
PO Box 431

Columbus, NE 68602

Yhosvany Construction, LLC
1971 18th Avenue

Columbus, NE 68601

VISIT BIDPAL.NET/TOC2020VISIT BIDPAL.NET/TOC2020

NEW CHAMBER MEMBERS
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Affordable Overhead Door, Bob Lewis

Applied Connective Technologies, Ed Knott

ARL Credit Services Inc., Richard Jablonski

Art Editions Framing & Gallery, Jeanne Johnson

Bo's West, Brad & Rod Baker

Building Blocks for Community Enrichment, Traci Ober

Burrito King, Aurelio Valdez

C.S. Nelson Co. Real Estate, Chris Nelson

Casa Connection, Susie Jarecki

Central Community College Foundation, Dean Moors

Columbus Auto Mart, Dean Cerny

Columbus Home Builders Association, Diane 
Jorgenson

Columbus Inn, Andy Patel

Columbus Screen Printing Inc., Tom Schwank

Control Management, Inc., Frederick Lerouge

Cornerstone Bank, Mark Mercer

Credit Management Services, Inc., Jason Morledge

CSS Farms, Wayne Jarecki

Dakota Mac, Nick Luchsinger

Dental Works, Rex Kumpf & Rebecca Ronkar

Dubas Refrigeration, Inc., James Dubas

Fastenal Co., Greg Trofholz

Great Plains Management Company, Dean Hanke

HDR, Dennis Grennan

Hearing Health Care Center, Tim Joyce

Hirschbrunner, Dennis

LOOK WHO'S A CHAMBER MEMBER
kwELITE Keller Williams, Renee Mueller

Long John Silver's/A & W, Jed Brunken

Mail Prep Etc., Jon Bargen

Midwest Machine & Tool, Lowell Jepsen

Midwest Right-of-Way Services, Jack Borgmeyer

Nebraska Oral & Facial Surgery, Josh Germer

News Channel Nebraska, Mike Flood

Niemann's Port-a-Pot LLC, Bryan Niemann

Carroll Novicki

PEO Chapter CH, Dianne Retzlaff

PROMEDCARE, Andrew Foxhoven

Quelex Maids Cleaning Service, Sandra Quelex

Prent Roth

Runza Drive-Inn, Joe Niedbalski

Sammy's Superheroes Foundation, Alyssa Hogeland

SCORE Chapter 162, Doris Lux

See the Trainer, John Klemke

Shell Valley Classic Wheels, Inc., Travis Roth

St. Luke's Rainbow Preschool, Jessica Manak

Strategic Impact Plus, LLC, Kelli Faltys

Ten Minute Oil Change Center, Chad Arens

Tessendorf Chiropractic, Travis Tessendorf

Viaero Wireless, Jarrod Reese

VVS Inc. Canteen, Kristen Jack
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 June 2020 Calendar of Events

Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce
753 33rd Ave.

Columbus, NE 68601-6427
402.564.2769 Fax: 402.564.2026

info@columbuschamber.org
www.thecolumbuspage.com

PRSRT STD
PO
PAID
COLUMBUS, NE
PERMIT #500

OCTOBER 2020
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October
1 Taste of Columbus bidding opens  bidpal.net/toc2020 5:00 p.m. 
4 Ribbon Cutting  St. Bonaventure Catholic  Church  11:30 a.m.
6 Drive for Five Committee Zoom  7:00 a.m.
 Latino Youth Summit Committee Chamber/Zoom 10:00 a.m.
 Taste of Columbus  Committee Chamber/ Zoom  3:00 p.m.
10 13th St. Shop for Survivors Event Downtown Columbus 10:00 a.m.
11 Final Hour of the Taste of Columbus Virtual Auction  bidpal.net/toc2020 7:00 p.m.
12 Columbus Day US Holiday All Day
 Indigenous Peoples' Day US Holiday All Day 
13 Hispanic-Latino Youth Summit Zoom  9:00 a.m.
 Housing Committee Chamber/Zoom 9:00 a.m.
 Commodores American Foundation for Suicide Prevention  10:00 a.m. 
14 Quality of Life Committee Chamber/Zoom 8:00 a.m.
 Entrepreneurship Committee Chamber/Zoom 9:00 a.m.
 Grow Nebraska Table Talks: Grow with Google Chamber 12:00 p.m.
15 Industrial Leaders' Breakfast  Chamber/Zoom 7:00 a.m.
 Transportation Committee Ramada 12:00 p.m.
17 Out of the Darkness Walk Pawnee Park Memorial Stadium 2:00 p.m.
19 Legislative Call w/ Senator Moser Chamber/Zoom 10:00 a.m.
20 Finance Committee Chamber/Zoom 7:00 a.m.
21 Admirals Meeting  Picket Fence  7:30 a.m.
 Branding Committee Chamber/Zoom  10:00 a.m.
26 Engaging Diversity Committee Chamber/Zoom 11:00 a.m.
 Board of Directors  Chamber/Zoom 12:00 p.m. 
29 Commodores Linda K. Price 10:00 a.m.
30 Agribusiness Committee Stack & Steak Family Rest. 7:00 a.m.
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