
We have members from one-person solopreneurs 
to manufacturers that employ over 1,000 of our 
friends and neighbors. Regardless of where you 
fall in that range, it is essential that we all work 
together to keep every dollar possible here in the 
Columbus Area to support our area businesses. 
 
Our area businesses continuously give to our community. 
They sponsor athletics and academic activities for our 
three area school systems. They also help support local 
non-profits and churches that support those in need. 
These are the same area businesses that employ our 
friends and neighbors and allow people to call Columbus 
home. Our community wouldn’t be the same without 
each of the businesses that continue to open their doors. 

No matter if you are the solopreneur or work for one of 
our major manufacturers, we hope that you will join us in 
making an effort to shop local, especially as we approach 
the Christmas holiday shopping season, which is one of 
the most critical times of the year for our retailers. With 

that, we’d like to introduce you to the Chamber’s Holiday 
promotion: Shop Something Good For The Holidays! 
 
From Thanksgiving through New Year’s Day, when 
you use your Columbus Bucks at businesses that are 
members of the Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce, 
you will automatically be entered to win more Columbus 
Bucks! Each week, your redeemed Columbus Bucks 
will be placed in a drawing for a chance to win $50.00 
in Columbus Bucks. In January, we will randomly draw 
one redeemed Columbus Buck for the grand prize of 
$500.00 in Columbus Bucks.

Follow Us!
@Colnechamber

THE

CATALYST November 2021

 NEWSLETTER HIGHLIGHTS... NEWSLETTER HIGHLIGHTS...

     
     
     

Shop Something Good for the Holidays!Shop Something Good for the Holidays!

Drive for Five UpdateDrive for Five Update
Holiday EventsHoliday Events
Commodore CallsCommodore Calls

Shop Something Good Columbus!
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 The Catalyst The Catalyst

Hospitality sponsors provide beverages for meetings held at the Chamber. In 
exchange, a sponsor is given a table to showcase their business in the board room. 
*Lobby Sponsors are also available! Call Sandie Fischer at (402) 564-2769 to 
showcase your business in the Chamber lobby.

Hospitality Sponsor in November
Thank You To OurThank You To Our

Columbus Community HospitalColumbus Community Hospital

 Drive for Five Update on Workforce Development

 Something Good Spotlight Something Good Spotlight
    

Kara Asmus
Drive for Five Director

402-564-2769
kara@workincolumbus.com

As college career fairs wrap up for the season, we can 
easily say it has been a busy fall. So far, the Drive for 
Five has attended ten career fairs, spoke to 413 job 
seekers, and collected 162 resumes from people who 
are interested in relocating here for work. Our hope is 
that each of them will have employers who contact them 
to apply for specific career opportunities in their facility. 
 
Manufacturing month resulted in 130 Middle 
School, High School, and College students from 
10 schools touring 12 businesses. Columbus also 
hosted Skills USA, and those outstanding students 
were also able to tour many businesses in our area. 
 

Coming up in workforce development, we have high 
school students learning to compose a resume, and they 
will soon practice their interview skills. In addition, we are 
planning to host Reality 101, a lesson in real-life budgeting 
and planning, at Columbus Middle School on Dec. 3. 
 
We hope you can make time in your schedules to help 
with these events. It is an excellent opportunity to 
connect young people to your business. Perhaps they 
will want to come to work for you someday. Or maybe 
their family member is looking for an opportunity, 
and a good experience with you could result in a 
referral to your business. It is all about mentoring 
and connecting. Something we could all use more of. 
 
To get involved, contact Kara Asmus at the Chamber of 
Commerce for more information.

Thank you to the businesses and schools who participated 
in Manufacturing Day tours on October 14th. MFG Day is an 
initiative to promote manufacturing careers to today’s students. 
By connecting with students, we can address common 
misconceptions about industrial careers. MFG Day is one step 
in filling our skilled labor shortage by promoting the abilities 
and careers needed in manufacturing and related industries.
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Opportunity to Market YourselfOpportunity to Market Yourself
Market your business, increase your visibility with 
the public, and gain business-to-business referrals 
through us! The Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce 
demonstrates a local B2B commitment to you as a 
member and promotes buying and supporting local.
As a Chamber member, you can take advantage of 
several member-exclusive marketing opportunities 
such as our Member-to-Member email, Hospitality & 
Lobby sponsorships, and even this Catalyst publication.

For more information, contact Sandie Fischer at 402-
564-2769 or email at sfischer@columbuschamber.org.

 Advertising Opportunities

CCOOLUMBUSLUMBUStoday

todaytodaytodaytoday
Columbus

todayColumbusColumbus

Columbus
today

MONTHLY ADVERTISING 
SPOTS AVAILABLE

Why advertise in Columbus Today?
• Reach an audience that isn’t on social media
• No complicated digital algorithms or keywords to figure out
• Great for brand recognition, promotions, messages, and events
• 650 printed daily and distributed at restaurants, public offices, 

nursing homes, lobbies, and schools

Contact Sandie Fischer to reserve your spot.
402-564-2769  |  sfischer@columbuschamber.org

SPOTS STARTING AT $125/MO

Member-to-Member
A weekly e-blast to the entire Chamber 
membership list (1,700+ recipients)
• Provide your designed ad $25 
• Provide the information for one of 

three templates-$40 ($25 posting 
cost)

• Miss the Wednesday at noon 
deadline? $50 for a Member-to-
Member Extra email.

Catalyst
A monthly newsletter sent in electronic 
and hardcopy to members
• $50 for a 2x3 inch ad
• $100 for a 2x6 inch ad
• $200 for a page-3 feature article; 

promoted on Chamber's social media 
pages (six available; shared with 
Diamond Members)

Hospitality & Lobby Sponsorships
Take advantage of the public and business traffic that comes 
through the Chamber. Three options are available:
• $110 per month Chamber Board 

Room Hospitality Sponsor
• Table display in Chamber Board 

Room
• Recognition at the monthly board 

meeting
• Recognition in monthly Catalyst 

• $100 per month Chamber Front 
Lobby Table Display

• $50 per month Chamber Counter 
Display
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Fifteen Years for Drive for Five!Fifteen Years for Drive for Five!

Fifteen years is a long time. That is how long the Columbus 
Area Chamber of Commerce has been actively working to 
increase the size of our local labor force. A lot has changed 
in fifteen years, but a few things have remained the same. 

We still travel to meet job seekers where they are, to assist 
them with relocating to the Columbus area for a new 
career and an outstanding lifestyle.

We still promote job opportunities with our Drive for Five 
partners, spreading the word about the best places to 
work and the options you could choose in the workplace.

We still aim to retract our alumni, reminding them they are 
always welcome to come home, and we can help them get 
here.

We still educate our school children, introducing them to 

local careers, to educational opportunities that will help 
them succeed, and to the people who can mentor them 
into the career of their dreams.

And we still have several of our original Drive for Five 
members who have supported the vision and the effort 
to attract, train, and retain a skilled labor force in our 
area from the very beginning. These supporters recognize 
this is a group effort. That we need to work together if we 
hope to succeed. And succeeding, we are. With a current 
unemployment rate of 1.2% and Nebraska holding the 
third highest labor force participation rate (68.4%) in the 
nation, there has never been a better time to find your 
ideal career in the Columbus area. 

We salute these Drive for Five members who have never 
wavered and fought side-by-side with us to bring more 
people here to enjoy promising careers in a great place.

Platte County
Board of 

Supervisors

City of
Columbus

THANK YOU TO OUR LIFETIME SUPPORTERS!
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Mark Your CalendarsMark Your Calendars

HOLIDAY

HOLIDAY

BASKETBALL

BASKETBALL

SCOTUS CENTRAL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

WWW.THECOLUMBUSPAGE.COM/EVENTS/HOLIDAY-BASKETBALL

DECEMBER 28-29, 2021

Tournament

Tournament

NOVEMBER 27, 2021
FROM 12:00 PM TO 4:00 PM

DON'T WORRY IF YOU MISS SANTA'S ARRIVAL.  HE WILL BE HERE EVERY

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY FROM 12:00 PM TO 4 PM, NOVEMBER 27TH THROUGH

DECEMBER 19TH.

SANTA CLAUS IS
COMING TO TOWN!

THE COLUMBUS AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE INVITES YOU AND YOUR

FAMILY TO JOIN THEM IN WELCOMING SANTA TO COLUMBUS. 

The 2021 Holiday Basketball Tournament, under 
the coordination of the Columbus Area Chamber of 
Commerce, will be held on December 28th & 29th at 
Scotus Central Catholic High School. Both boys & girls’ 
varsity and junior varsity teams will compete from Scotus 
Central Catholic, Columbus Lakeview, Schuyler, and Twin 
River high schools.

Want to be a sponsor?
The Holiday Basketball tournament is an excellent 
way to support our youth, provide extra funding 
for the schools’ athletic programs, and enjoy great 
tournament action. This tournament is funded through 
corporate sponsorships, program advertising, and 
team sponsorships. The proceeds are returned to the 
participating schools. Without community support, this 
wonderful holiday tradition would not be possible.

For more information on sponsoring the tournament or 
advertising in the tournament program, call Sandi Fischer 
at 402-564-2769 or email at sfischer@columbuschamber.
org.  You can also download the sponsorship form at 
www.bit.ly/HolidayBasketball2021.
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 Membership Strong Membership Strong

CCH Fieldhouse - Ground Breaking
4600 38th St , Columbus, NE | (402) 564-7118 | www.columbushosp.org

Beautifully Baked Bakery - Ribbon Cutting
1263 25th Avenue, Columbus, NE

(402) 606-4721

 Commodore Visits

Viridis Chemical - Member Visit
3309 E 8th Street, Columbus, NE 68601

(402) 270-8084 | www.viridischemical.com

-- Upcoming Visits ---- Upcoming Visits --
• • BeYoutiful Boutique And GiftsBeYoutiful Boutique And Gifts
• • Lakeview Community SchoolLakeview Community School
• • Big Pals - Little PalsBig Pals - Little Pals

To schedule a Commodore VisitTo schedule a Commodore Visit
contact Sharyle Sands at the Chamber office (402) 564-2769 or emailcontact Sharyle Sands at the Chamber office (402) 564-2769 or email

ssands@columbuschamber.orgssands@columbuschamber.org
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 Chamber Investors - Thank You! Chamber Investors - Thank You!

        TThank you to all our members! Your contributions mean a strong community.hank you to all our members! Your contributions mean a strong community.
If you know a business that would be a great addition to the Chamber, get ahold of us! We'd love to personally If you know a business that would be a great addition to the Chamber, get ahold of us! We'd love to personally 

invite them to join and become part of our great membership.invite them to join and become part of our great membership.

  New Members - WELCOME to our Chamber!

 September 2021 Investors

Copacabana
Cafe LLC

Copacabana Cafe LLC
1159 23rd Avenue, Columbus, NE | (402) 606-3047

Unique Styles by Karina
1367 33rd  Ave Suite B, Columbus, NE | (402) 606-4413

Advanced Consulting Engineering Services,
 John Zwingman 
ARL Credit Services Inc., Rich Jablonski
Buresh Catering & Meats, Scott Buresh 
Canine Clipping Creations, Christina Leffers 
Central Insulation & Roofing Inc.,
 Kevin & Randy Moore 
Charter Title & Escrow, Julie Stites 
Columbus Rescue Mission, Nathan Joslin 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor, Ryan Fehr 
Eller Heating, Air Conditioning, LLC, Jan Becker 
Fabulous Forever,
 Nicole Frauendorfer & Amy Soulliere 
Family 1st Dental, Brandon Mizner, DDS
Foreman Lumber & Construction,
 Craig Foreman 

Legacy 23 Apartments, Aimee Heesacker 
Mancuso, Dr. Stephen 
Niemann's Port-a-Pot LLC, Bryan Niemann 
Northwestern Mutual, Nathan Karges 
Pawnee Bar, Barb Sedlak 
Performance Printing, Mark & Theresa Ingram 
Platte County Farm Bureau, Melissa Santos 
Platte Valley Pest Control, Terry Bloom 
SCORE Chapter 162, Doris Lux 
The UPS Store, Rita Pflasterer 
Treasures Boutique, Mary Nyffeler 
Westbrook Lanes, John Eckholt 
Zach, Larry & Jane

We thank our members for their membership investment.

Beautifully Baked Bakery
1263 25th Avenue, Columbus, NE | (402) 606-4721
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NOVEMBER 2021

2 Drive for Five Committee Chamber/Zoom 7:00 a.m.
2 Commodore Call: Lakeview Community School 3744 83rd St 10:00 a.m.
9 Housing Committee Chamber/Zoom 9:00 a.m.
10 Entrepreneurship Committee Chamber/Zoom 9:00 a.m.
11 Streetscaping Committee Chamber/Zoom 2:00 p.m.
16 Finance Committee Chamber/Zoom 7:00 a.m.
17 Holiday Basketball Committee Hy-Vee 7:00 a.m.
17 Branding Committee Chamber/Zoom 10:00 a.m.
17 Admirals Committee Picket Fence 12:00 p.m.
18 Commodore Call: Big Pals-Little Pals 1260 27th Ave. Suite 101 10:00 a.m.
18 Transportation Committee Ramada  12:00 p.m. 
19 Leadership Columbus Chamber 8:00 a.m.
22 Engaging Diversity Committee Chamber/Zoom 11:00 a.m.
22 Board of Directors Chamber/Zoom 12:00 p.m.
23 Columbus Days Committee Chamber/Zoom 10:30 a.m. 
25 Thanksgiving Day Chamber CLOSED
26 Chamber CLOSED Chamber CLOSED
27 Small Business Saturday SHOP LOCAL!!
27 Santa’s Arrival 2302 13th St. 12:00 p.m.


