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Santa has Arrived!

He will be here until December 19th.
This past Saturday, Santa made it safely to the Columbus Area Antique Fire Apparatus Preservation Society,
and he even stuck around for Sunday! Unfortunately,
Santa had to go back to the North Pole to check on the
elves but told us he would be back every Saturday and
Sunday through the 19th. He plans on being there from
noon to 4:00 PM each day but wants to remind everyone
to check the Chamber’s Facebook page in case his reindeer are running slow or get hurt. Santa also wants to
thank ALLO Communications for sponsoring his reindeer
food so he can make it to Columbus!
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The Catalyst
Something Good Spotlight
Thank You To Our
Hospitality Sponsor in November Leadership Columbus
Class 30 explored Columbus
Community Hospital’s Child
Care Center, Scotus Central
Catholic, Central Community
College-Columbus, Lakeview Jr-Sr High, and Columbus
High School in their November session focused on
education. Thank you to ALLO Communications for
investing in Leadership Columbus Class 30!

Columbus Community Hospital
Hospitality sponsors provide beverages for meetings held at the Chamber. In
exchange, a sponsor is given a table to showcase their business in the board room.
*Lobby Sponsors are also available! Call Sandie Fischer at (402) 564-2769 to
showcase your business in the Chamber lobby.

20 years of Queen Sandie!
Our Chamber Board Chair Chad Van Cleave and
Chamber President Dawson Brunswick honored
Sandie Fischer for 20 years of service to the
Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce and
its members at our November board meeting.
Sandie is known throughout the community for
her smile, laugh, and bubbly personality, and
her tenure at the Chamber has helped build the
organization to what it is today. While presenting
Sandie with her anniversary gift, Chad mentioned
how distinguishable Sandie is while out in the
community and how she is such a blessing to the
Chamber.
“I knew Sandie in my prior role, and her commitment
to the Chamber and Columbus community is one
of the many reasons I chose to come to Columbus,”
said President Dawson Brunswick. “In my first few
months here, it has been great to be out in the
community and have members tell me all the
great things that Sandie has done over the years
to help their business. Of course, Sandie thinks
I’m joking, but in 20 years, I have no doubt that
she will have the same personality and impact on
the Columbus community as she does today!”
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Remembering Phil Raimondo
As we close out manufacturing month, I, along with the
entire team at the Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce,
want to acknowledge the impact and contributions that
Phil Raimondo had, not only at Behlen Mfg. Co., but to the
local and state manufacturing community, especially the
Columbus area.
While I only had a few months to get to know Phil, I quickly
realized he was a pillar in the Columbus area. This was
especially demonstrated at the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, where he helped lead the manufacturing
community throughout Nebraska on weekly Zoom calls by
sharing best practices and the procedures they had put
in place at Behlen to protect their Partners in Progress
(employees). Behlen Mfg. Co. also stepped in to help
employ those that other employers furloughed through the
uncertainty of the pandemic.
It is also important to note that through Phil’s leadership,
Behlen has been committed to supporting the community
through various programs (too many to list all), such as
Drive For Five, United Way, STEM Education, the Quality of
Life initiative, Dream It. Do It., Red Cross, American Cancer
Society, Go Red For Women, Habitat for Humanity, and most
recently, the Cattleman’s Ball and Kramer Education Center.
In June 2021, Behlen celebrated their 85th anniversary,
where KC Belitz was the emcee. KC, a longtime friend and
colleague of Phil and previous chamber president, also
shared the following comments:
“Phil was proud to be a manufacturer. By definition, that
means he liked making, creating, building things. That
describes a lot of manufacturers. What made Phil unique
was how he took that desire to “build” and applied it across
his life.
Phil was truly interested in building people and building his
community, just as much as he was interested in building

grain bins, gates, and steel
buildings. He invested in
the Behlen Mfg. Partners
in Progress personally
and through his corporate
decision-making. He was
always so proud when
he talked about how
much Profit Sharing the
employees earned during
any given year!
He was equally invested
in building his community.
When it would’ve been
easier to say “no,” Phil said “yes” to Columbus. He and
his family invested in the Quality of Life Centers and the
Columbus Area Future Fund campaign as lead donors. They
invested in schools. They supported almost every cause in
our community.
Just as important as the financial investments, Phil invested
his own time in community projects. He certainly could’ve
sent others to be campaign chair for United Way or serve
on the Chamber committee to build workforce recruitment
incentives, but instead, he did it himself and spent hours
of his time as a result. But by doing so, he built a stronger
community in his adopted hometown.”
Phil led a successful company and took that responsibility
very seriously. He was a proud manufacturer. But he also
saw that company as a vehicle to build people and build
community, and in that, he was a unique leader and a unique
human being.”
Phil was a great person, a leader in every sense of the word.
The Chamber team is grateful for the time we had with him
and his commitment to the Columbus community.

The Future of Drive for Five
With great sadness, we announce that Kara Asmus will be
leaving the Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce at the end
of the year. Kara has led the Columbus Chamber's Drive For
Five workforce initiative since July of 2015 and has developed
the program's focus around recruitment, readiness, retention,
retraction, and relationships.

one of the most important roles
that the Columbus Chamber houses. Our top priority is to find a quality candidate to take the torch from
Kara and continue this vital work.
We hope to find a candidate quickly
to provide Kara with adequate time
to train and acclimate them to all
the great services that the Drive
For Five program provides for the
community.

The Drive for Five program provides area high school students
with an opportunity to create connections with local businesses while building relationships and gaining information about
what opportunities are available in Columbus. The program
also offers job shadowing options that allow students the experience to know if they want to pursue a given career path. We know that everyone is hiring,
Drive for Five isn't only about retaining students in the area; but if you or someone you know is interested in helping our
it also helps bring in potential employees to the community. Drive For Five investors and the Columbus community attract
and retain its workforce, email Dawson Brunswick at
The Director of Talent & Workforce Development position is dbrunswick@columbuschamber.org.
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Shop Something Good Columbus
Our Favorite Reasons to Shop Local During Small Business Season
Yes, online shopping is convenient. You don’t have to
change out of your PJs and it’s always open. But in the
t-chart of holiday shopping options, there are a lot of
reasons to shop local.
Here are a few of our favorites:
You’re supporting your neighbors.
When you support Small Business Season and shop local,
you are supporting your neighbors and they are more
likely, in turn, to keep the money you spent with them local
as well.
You know what you’re getting.
Have you ever ordered something online only to be
disappointed when it arrives? Maybe it’s smaller than you
thought or the color is just too much. Online images can
be very hard to discern. If you don’t read the description
carefully, your item may be smaller (or larger) than expected
and may not include things you had assumed came with
it. Even when you do read the description, some items are
sized differently or have unexpected variations. Don’t even
get us started on what happens then.
It brings on the holiday spirit.
When you are out among the sounds and smells of
the holiday, it brightens your mood. Who doesn’t love
sparkling lights, glitter, snow, and all of the happy tunes of
the season? It’s hard to get those same smiles shopping
online.

No worries about delivery this small business season
when shopping local.
With ports backed up and short-staffing throughout the
supply chain, there’s a lot of talk about potential delivery
delays this holiday. If you shop in-person, you won’t need
to worry about this.
You could find your next job.
If you shop in-person, you’ll quickly realize how many
businesses are hiring. Who knows. You might decide to
work at your favorite shop over the holidays.
We aren’t telling you to never shop online again. Online
shopping is simply too convenient and there are many
times when you can get things delivered online faster than
you are able to clear your schedule and shop in-person.
There are also many local sellers that have an online
presence so you can buy online and still “shop local.”
Still, there are several reasons to shop local, including
the ability to spread some holiday cheer to your local
businesses this Small Business Season.
Those business owners would just love to see your smiling
face.
This Small Business Season, let’s give local and small
businesses something to be thankful for.
Let’s give them the gift of our support.

Shop Something Good Columbus!
Win Columbus Bucks!
When you spend Columbus Bucks at local businesses,
you will receive a chance to win $50.00 in Columbus
Bucks every week until New Year's Day. In January,
you will get another opportunity to win the grand
prize of $500.00.
For more information about our Shop Something Good
Columbus promotion and a list of local holiday deals,
events, and experiences, visit

Support

LOCAL

Business

www.thecolumbuspage.com/somethinggoodholiday
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Mark Your Calendars

Rural Rec.
BANQUET

NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN
Do you know a farmer or agribusiness that should be recognized at
the Rural Recognition Banquet?

Outstanding
Area Farmer

Outstanding
Woman in
Agriculture

Outstanding
Senior Farmer

Outstanding
Agribusiness
Pioneer

SUBMIT NOMINATIONS ONLINE
www.thecolumbuspage.com/events/rural-recognition-banquet

HOLIDAY
BASKETBALL
Tournament

DECEMBER 28-29, 2021
SCOTUS CENTRAL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
WWW.THECOLUMBUSPAGE.COM/EVENTS/HOLIDAY-BASKETBALL

The 2021 Holiday Basketball Tournament, under the
coordination of the Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce,
will be held on December 28th & 29th at Scotus Central
Catholic High School. Both boys & girls’ varsity and junior
varsity teams will compete from Scotus Central Catholic,
Columbus Lakeview, Schuyler, and Twin River high schools.

Want to be a sponsor?
The Holiday Basketball tournament is an excellent way to
support our youth, provide extra funding for the schools’
athletic programs, and enjoy great tournament action. This
tournament is funded through corporate sponsorships,
program advertising, and team sponsorships. The
proceeds are returned to the participating schools. Without
community support, this wonderful holiday tradition would
not be possible.
For more information on sponsoring the tournament or
advertising in the tournament program, call Sandie Fischer
at 402-564-2769 or email at sfischer@columbuschamber.
org. You can also download the sponsorship form at
www.bit.ly/HolidayBasketball2021.
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Membership Strong
Commodore Visits

Lakeview Community Schools
3744 83rd St, Columbus, NE | (402) 563-2345 | www.lakeview.esu7.org

BeYOUtiful Boutique & Gifts - Ribbon Cutting
2509 13th St, Columbus, NE 68601
(402) 910-8525 | www.beyoutifulboutique.net

Unique Styles by Karina
1367 33rd Ave Suite B, Columbus, NE
(402) 606-4413 | www.vagaro.com/us04/uniquestylesbykarina

-- Upcoming Visits --

Big Pals-Little Pals of Greater Columbus
1260 27th Ave Suite 101, Columbus, NE
(402) 910–8334 |www.bigpals.org
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• Jacqueline's Daycare
• Columbus Telegram
• Nye Technology Solutions
To schedule a Commodore Visit
contact Sharyle Sands at the Chamber office
(402) 564-2769 or email
ssands@columbuschamber.org

Chamber Investors - Thank You!
New Members - WELCOME to our Chamber!

T

hank you to all our members! Your contributions mean a strong community.
If you know a business that would be a great addition to the Chamber, get ahold of us! We'd love to personally
invite them to join and become part of our great membership.

Terry Millard
Nye Technology Solutions
555 W 23rd St, Fremont, NE | (402) 753-4222
www.nyetechnology.com

Individual Member

September 2021 Investors

We thank our members
for their membership investment.
Aerni, Rich
Anderson, Pat
Apt Web Development, Inc., Derek Feagin
Arby’s Roast Beef, Larry Anderson
BigIron Realty, Linda Wieseman
Burke Brown Law, LLC, Burke Brown
Cimpl, John
Columbus Area Future Fund, Deb Loseke
Columbus Express Laundry, Toby Goc
Columbus Kiwanis Club, Chuck Whitney
Country Mile Veterinary Services,
Dr. John Claus
Dusters/Gottberg Brew Pub, Marilea Hall
Edward Jones, Kurt Kuhlman
Glik’s, Kristi Ham
Godfather’s Pizza, Bob Kuta
Grubaugh Auction Service, Rick Grubaugh
Husker Steak House, Tim Wallick

Maximus, Cory Reeder
McDonald’s Restaurant, Greg Hall
Midlands Claim Service, Leland Becher
Offroad Company, Justin Stenger
Picket Fence Cafe, Andrew & Stepfanie Caranci
Pizza Hut, Karni Vath
Prairie Village Retirement Center, Leslie Tenski
Ramada-Columbus, Scott Mueller
ServiceMaster by Shevlin, Kurt Shevlin
Sleep Inn & Suites Hotel, Lori Murray
Subway, Marv Rosberg
Taco John’s, Jeff Bremer
Waste Connections of Nebraska,
Jamie Johnson
Wunderlich’s Catering & Barley Shoppe,
Steve Wunderlich
YMCA, Corey Briggs

7

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DECEMBER 2021

Commodore Call: Jacqueline’s Daycare
318 Dawn Dr
Drive for Five Committee
Chamber/Zoom
Entrepreneurship Committee
Chamber/Zoom
Streetscaping Committee
Chamber/Zoom
Leadership Columbus		
Housing Committee
Chamber/Zoom
Commodore Call: Columbus Telegram
1254 27th Ave
Al Dutcher 2022 Weather Outlook
Chamber/Zoom
Agribusiness Committee
Chamber
Holiday Basketball Committee
Hy-Vee
Branding Committee
Chamber/Zoom
Commodore Call: Nye Technology Solutions
Chamber
Transportation Committee
Ramada
Board of Directors
Chamber/Zoom
Engaging Diversity Committee
Chamber/Zoom
Finance Committee
Chamber/Zoom
Columbus Days Committee
Chamber/Zoom
Chamber CLOSED		
Chamber CLOSED 		
Holiday Basketball Tournament
Scotus Central Catholic
Holiday Basketball Tournament
Scotus Central Catholic
Chamber CLOSED 		

Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce
753 33rd Ave.
Columbus, NE 68601-6427
402.564.2769 Fax: 402.564.2026
info@columbuschamber.org
www.thecolumbuspage.com
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7
8
9
10
14
14
14
14
15
15
16
16
17
20
21
21
24
27
28
29
31

10:00 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
All Day
All Day
1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
All Day

